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FrrE Pusric LIBRARY, 
December 30th, 1859. 


To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


In accordance with the vote of the Trustees, I have the honor 
to transmit to you their Eighth Annual Report, prepared in 
obedience to the requirement of the Ordinance providing for the 
establishment and regulation of the Public Library. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


ABNER J. PHIPPS, 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 





— 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, December 31st, 1859. 
Accepted and ordered to be printed, and sent down for concur- 
rence. 


SANFORD S. HORTON, City Clerk. 





In Common Councit, Dec. 31, 1859. 


Concurred. 
I. M. RICHARDSON, Clerk. 
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It is one of the requirements of the Ordinance for the 
establishment of the Free Public Library, that the Trustees 
shall, at the close of each municipal year, submit to the City 
Council a Report of its operations during the year, and of 
its present condition. 

In obedience to this requirement the Trustees respectfully 
submit their eighth annual 


REPORT. 


It gives them great pleasure to be able to say that the 
anticipated advantages of such an Institution among us are 
as fully realized from year to year as could reasonably be 
expected, and that from its establishment to the present time 
its healthy growth and steady progress have been highly 
gratifying to those most conversant with its operations, and 
who are best able to judge of its results. 

The number of books taken from the Library during the 
year is 25,224. The daily average has been 82, which is a 
little more than 12 per cent increase upon the average of 
last year. The whole number of cards issued is 3415, of 
which 715 have been issued this year. The Librarian fur- 
nishes no data by which the ratio of books taken from the 
different departments of literature can be determined, but it 
is an unquestioned fact that in this, as in other communities 
where similar Institutions have been established, the books 
in most constant demand are in inverse_ratio to their intrin- 
sic merit. Doubtless the number of volumes taken, and the 
number of takers, would be greatly increased, if the Trustees 
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could, consistently with their limited means, multiply copies 
of popular novels, or cater for the particular class of readers 
whose morbid appetite can only be satisfied with books 
possessing only an ephemeral interest. A considerable 
proportion of the takers are young persons who are either 
still at school, or have recently finished their school educa- 
tion, and it is from the good effect, in course of time, upon 
such, that some of the best fruits of a Public Library may 
be expected. It has been well said, that “the library is the 
necessary complement of the school ;—that, to teach children 
to read, and then give them nothing to supply the desire 
awakened, is mockery ;—that, it. is reading, rather than 
school-training, which has produced the general intelligence 
of the American people.” A sound and healthy taste for 
reading, however, depends very much upon proper school- 
training, and it should be the great aim of our educators to 
impart such a thorough mental training as shall enable their 
pupils to turn to the best account the advantages which a 
Public Library presents to them; to create a properly dis- 
criminating mental appetite, to which the light and frivolous 
reading, now so much in demand, would prove nauseous, just 
as the preparations of the confectioner are loathed by the 
healthy appetite for food. Give to the young such a taste, 
and the means for gratifying it, and it will prove a source of 
incalculable good, whatever their condition and circumstances 
in after life may be. | | | 
The number of books belonging to the Library is 13,500, 
which is 1500 more than at the close of last year. The 
yearly addition to it since it became the property of the City 
has averaged about 1000 volumes. The books obtained by 
purchase have been selected with much carefulness, and with 
due regard to the wants of all. The desire and aim of the 
Trustees has been to make it a Library for all classes, and 
to secure the best books which their means would enable 
them to, on every subject of human inquiry. The true use- 
fulness and enduring ,Prosperity of such a Library would be 
jeoparded by adopting any other principle of action. The 
most recent works in the departments of Fiction, History, 
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Science, Belleslettres, Poetry &c. have been obtained, so far 
as was practicable, and all the departments of the Library 
have received a due degree of attention, and additions have 
been made to each and all of them. An examination of the 
Theological department,— to which additions have been 
rather sparingly made,— will show that the Trustees have 
been governed by a truly catholic spirit. Here the disciples 
of Fox will find the “Apology” for their faith, churchmen 
will find advocates for the apostolic succession, the descend- 
ants of the Puritans, whether of the old, or new, and so 
called “liberal” school, will find their Stuarts, and their 
Channings, peacefully reclining side by side, while the Meth- 
odists, Baptists, Universalists, and all, of every name, will 
find some exponent of their peculiar views. 

About 700 volumes have been donated to the Library 
during the year. Nearly 600 of these are Congressional and 
similar publications,—many of them duplicates,— presented 
by the Hon. J. Grinnell, and the Hon. T. D. Ehot. During 
the year one of the small rooms in the third story of the 
Library Building has been fitted up with shelves for the 
especial accommodation of works of this nature, which, 
though seldom called for, are of great value to a Public 
Library, and should be rendered accessible to any who may 
wish to consult them. 

And in this connection the Trustees would acknowledge 
their obligations to the Hon. Robert B. Hall, for having 
elected this Library as the recipient of the Documentary 
matter published by Congress while he was the Represent- 
ative of this District, — which election, by a vote of Congress, 
will also secure to our Library in the future all similar pub- . 
- lications. These volumes are uniformly bound, many of them 
are embellished with numerous and costly illustrations, and 
they are all very desirable accessions. The duplicate 
volumes which have frequently been sent with these have 
heretofore, by Mr. Hall’s direction, been sent to the Nan- 
tucket Atheneum. Hereafter they are subject to the orders 
of the “Department of the Interior,” but we trust they may 
still be sent to our island friends. 
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A recent examination of the Library shows the gratifying 
fact that only a few books are missing which cannot be sat- 
isfactorily accounted for, and without doubt several of these 
will be returned. The very small number that may prove 
to be irrecoverably lost are of trifling value. A much larger 
number was lost each year before the present system was 
adopted of excluding the “takers” of books from access to 
the shelves, and this significant fact would alone be sufficient, 
were there not other important reasons, for resorting to such 
a measure, notwithstanding the objections which are some- 
times urged against it. 

In consequence of the imminent danger to which the 
Library Building was exposed at the time of the fire which 
destroyed so many buildings in its immediate vicinity, very 
many of the books were removed, but none were injured, and 
but a single one was lost. Not unlikely, this may yet be 
found, misplaced, upon the shelves. 

Many of the books, especially those of a more popular 
kind, and most frequently taken, give unmistakable evidence 
of the service they have rendered. It is to be regretted 
that books of this character are not more substantially bound. 
As it is, not unfrequently a book, after being taken a few 
times, has to be rebound, or from the loss of a portion of it 
to be condemned. It is to be expected that books, in 
frequent demand, will with even reasonable carefulness be 
subjected to damage, and at length become unfit for further 
use. But the Trustees regret to say that in many cases the 
books are not used with the carefulness they have a right to 
expect from those to whom the privileges of the Library are 
so freely accorded. Many of the books are soiled, and occa- 
sionally the vulgar mind betrays itself by the practice alluded 
to in former reports, of scribbling upon the margins and 
blank leaves. — 

The Reading Room has continued to be a place of frequent 
resort for citizens and strangers. Our list of Periodicals is 
necessarily quite limited. It is very desirable to add to 
those now taken some, at least, of the scientific and literary 
periodicals of Kurope, as well as others of our own country. 
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The inadequacy of the sum that the Trustees feel at liberty 
to appropriate to this purpose now prevents this. 

The following is the list of periodicals to be found in the 
Library : 


American Almanac. Yearly. Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
American Journal of Education. Monthly. 
Quarterly. Knickerbocker. Monthly. 
American Publishers’ Circular. Littell’s Living Age. Weekly. 
Weekly. London Quarterly Review. 
Annual of Scientific Discovery. Merchants’ Magazine. Monthly. 
Atlantic Monthly. Methodist Quarterly Review. 
Bibliotheca Sacra. Quarterly. New Englander. Quarterly. 
Blackwood’s Magazine. Monthly. New England Genealogical Register. 
Christian Examiner. Bimonthly. Quarterly. 
Christian Review. Quarterly. North American Review. Quarterly. 
Church Review. Quarterly. North British Review. Quarterly. 
Edinburgh Review. Quarterly. Silliman’s Journal of Science. Bi- 
Friends’ Review. Weekly. monthly. 
Geographical Journal. Monthly. Universalist Quarterly. 
Historical Magazine. Monthly. Westminster Review. Quarterly. 


It may be that there are in our community some who re- 
ceive other periodicals than those above mentioned, domestic 
or foreign, which after their own perusal they do not care 
about preserving. If such persons would transfer them to 
the Library, it would be a most acceptable service. 

The Trustees would again bear testimony to the zeal and 
fidelity of the Librarian and his Assistant, who have dis- 
charged the duties devolved upon them in a manner highly 
satisfactory to the Board, and as they have reason to believe 
to the community at large. 

Very soon after our last annual Report, the Legislature 
so modified the Statute authorizing the establishment of 
Free Public Libraries in our Commonwealth, as to permit 
the annual appropriation of fifty cents, instead of twenty-five, 
for every ratable poll, for the “maintenance and support ” 
of Public Libraries. Our City Council, with a due apprecia- 
tion of the interests to be subserved by such an Institution, 
at once availed itself of the permission thus granted, and 
made as large an appropriation as the restriction of the 
Statute would allow. A very considerable portion of the 
sum annually appropriated for the Library must be used to 
meet the expenses indispensable to its proper maintenance, 
leaving but a small amount for its increase. 
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In this connection the Trustees present a brief statement 
of the receipts and expenditures of this department since the 
commencement of the financial year in April last. It has 
been their desire, as in previous years, not to exceed the 
amount appropriated, and the balance now remaining to their 
credit is regarded as sufficient to meet the anticipated ex- 
penses of the remainder of the financial year. 








Balance from last year, $.48 

Amount appropriated, 2,500.00 

$2,500,48 
Salary of Librarian, for 9 months, $750.00 
Salary of Assistant, for the year, 200.00 
Making of fires &c., for the year, 175.00 
Coal, $176.68; charcoal, 39.10: 215.78 
Gas, 115.36 
Books, periodicals, binding &c., 641.92: 
Miscellaneous bills, 55.59 

2,153.65 

Leaving to the credit of the Library $346.83 

GEORGE HOWLAND Jr. FUND. 

Balance from last year, $19.50 

Received on coupons 96.00 

$115.50 


Which remains unexpended. 

'The Trustees would acknowledge their obligations to the 
following individuals and associations, for the donation of 
books and pamphlets received since the last Report: 


Volumes. Pamphlets. 

Bound. Unbound. 
American Antiquarian Society, 2 
Bache, A. D., Supt. of U.S. Coast Survey, 1 
Boltwood, L. M., Amherst College Library, 2° 
Boston Public Library, 1 4 
Boston Society of Natural History, 6 2 
Brookline Public Library, 1 
Butler, Rev. J..D., 2 43 
City of Cleveland, Ohio, 1 
Clark, Nathaniel, of Plymouth, 9 
Coffin, William, 50 16 
Dunbar, George H., 1 
Eliot, Thomas D., (Congressional documents,) 96 23 
Goodwin, William F., of Concord, N. H., ll 
Green, Thomas A., Is 
Grinnell, Joseph, (Congressional documents,) 490 152 500 
Hall, Robert B., M. C., ; 6 
Hammond, Calvin, 1 
How, William S. G., 14 
Knowles, Thomas H., 1. 
Mercantile Library Association, Brooklyn, 1 
Mercantile Library Association, New’ York, J 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 

Bound. Unbound. 
Mercantile Library Association, Philadelphia, 1 
Merrill, Edward B., 8 
New York State Library, l 1 
Northend, Charles, 3 26 
Norton, Charles B., of New York, 1 
Nye, Mrs. William C., 3 
Ohio Mechanics’ Institute, A 
Peabody Institute, Danvers, 1 
Philbrick, J. D., 1 
Phipps, Abner J., 3 
Poole, William F., of Boston, 3 
Regents of the University of New York, 2 3 
Rodman, William Logan, 69 
Shearman, Mrs. Hepsa, 
Smithsonian Institute, 
State of Massachusetts, through Sec. of State, 
State of Mass., thro’ the Librarian of State Lib., 
Taber, William hee 26 numbers of the New Bedford Medley. 
United States, 47 
Willey, H., 1 
Williams, J. R., 
Wilson, Henry, 
Yale College, 
Young Men’s Association, Buffalo, 
Young Men’s Mercantile Lib. Assoc., Pittsfield, 
Young Men’s Society, Detroit, 
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All which is respectfully submitted. 


By order of the Board, 
WILLARD NYE, 


Mayor, and ex-officio President. 
ABNER J. Puipps, Secretary. 


New Beprorp, December 30, 1859. 





